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John NorriSf Esq,, the founder of the Divinity Professorship, by his 
will, bequeathed a 'premium of £12 per annum to the author of the 
best Prose Essay on a Sacred Subject, which is to be proposed by the 
Norrisian Professor. The successful candidate, on receiving the 
prize, gives a promissory note for the payment of £12 if he neglects 
to publish the essay within two calendar months. 



NORRISIAN ESSAY, 



INTRODUCTION. 

There is perhaps no part of the history of God's 
Church on earth, the study of which is attended with 
more of interest and encouragement than that which 
concerns its foundation by the Apostles and their 
immediate successors. It is at this part of its history, 
that the promise of our blessed Lord, that the gates of 
hell should not prevail against it, appears to have been 
of inestimable value. The wondrous work of evan- 
gelizing the world, that instruments, in themselves so 
■weak, had to undertake — and this in the face of oppo- 
sition, which met them in each step of their progress — 
was indeed such as to require some well-grounded 
assurance that their exertions should neither be un- 
aided, nor fruitless in their results. Hence, at the 
approach of our Lord's crucifixion was so frequently 
made the promise, that they should receive the aid of 
the Holy Spirit, who was to be their Comforter; and 
hence, at their Lord's last solemn farewell, wiien they 
^Ifere commiBBioned to " go, and teach all nations," the 
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encoumging aasurance was added, that Chrint wnulil be 
their Protector and Guardian, even unto tho end of 
the worhl. That these promiaes have been reahzed, 
all, who have in any degree studied Church history, 
have the most satisfactory proof. The small stream 
which may be traced from the moment that the com- 
mand was given, " Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the Gospel to every creature," has, in successive agea, 
increased to a mighty river, whose waters, though oft- 
times polluted Ijy the channel through which they have 
flowed, have yet been the grand instrument of purify- 
ing and fertilizing the lands, and bringing health to 
the souls of many people. To prosecute any inquiry, 
then, as to the means by which, while the Church was 
yet in her infancy, men were led to the profession of 
Christianity ; or to examine those writing-s which record 
their growth in the knowledge of their Christian doc- 
trines, can hardly be a useless or unprofitable task. If 
some regret may arise that our materials are not 
altogether so exact in their details as might be desired 
—if iu all cases it is not possible to determine who 
was the founder of the first Churches, or exactly to 
decide upon the period of their foundation, it should 
yet be a subject for gratitude and praise to God, 
that the information possessed is perfect of its kind, 
— that the penmen of the Sacred Records spake, not 
in the words taught by man's wisdom, but in those 
which were taught by the Holy Ghost, — and that on 
this account all that they narrate is stamped with the 
impress of Divinity. Hence is it, that in studying the 
Epistles written to the different early Churches, all the 
information, relating to those Churches, which they 
convey, may be received without any doubt as to its 
perfect correctness. From the peculiar form of these 
writings atlusiona will indeed be found in them, at the 



ineaiiiiig of which it may not be, m all cases, easy to 
arrive: but these circumstances, as it can be no matter 
of surprise, eo can it in no way invalidate the strength 
of evidence which these letters are tlie means of 
affording. The following Essay is especially directed 
to the consideration of the evidence found in these 
writings, that those to whom they were addressed 
had been instructed in the truths inculcated in them. 
This evidence is of two kinds, that which may be called 
direct, and that Mhich may be termed indirect : the 
former, when the Apostle exjjressly mentions that those 
to whom he is writing were acquainted with the truths 
of the Christian religion, which either they had learut 
from himself or others ; and the latter, when the 
Ajiostle, without actually mentioning this, alludes to 
doctrines in such a way as to leave no doubt that the ' 
jtersons whom he is addressing must have been pre- 
viously acquainted with them. The former of these 
modes of evidence is by no means rare in the Apostolical 
Epistles; the latter occurs constantly; and when it is 
oonsideied that from this indirect species of evidence it 
is that some of tlie most momentous truths of our 
religion are to be gathered, it surely should be by no 
means disregarded. " Our belief in the Trinity, the 
co-eternity of the Son of God with his Father, the 
proceeding of the Spirit from the Father and the Son ; 
the duty of baptizing infants : these with such other 
jirincipal points, the necessity whereof is by none denied, 
are, notwithstanding, in Scripture no where to be found 
by express literal mention, only deduced they are out 
of Scriptui-e by collection '." To have entered ftilly 
tlie proof, by this means aftbrded for these great 
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doctrines, would have been beyond the limits of l 
Essay, and have been also foreign to the subject pK 
posed for consideration ; this being rather to examidl 
the evidence afforded by tbe Epistles, that the doctrinal 
of our religion generally had been heard of beforehand 
by those to whom they were addressed, than the evi 
dence contained in them for the truth of each doctrin 
in particular. This indirect evidence, therefore, faai 
only been examined where more direct assertion on tha 
part of the Apostle was wanting. In the Epistle tq 
the Romans it has been chiefly considered, and is om 
reason for this Epistle being treated of more at leng 
than others. In the Epistles to the Corinthians botB 
modes of evidence have been briefly adduced, while in 
those to the other Churches there has been little need 
of making use of the indirect method of proof; all of 
them affording the clear testimony of the Apostle him- 
self, that those whom he was addressing had been 
taught the doctrines of the religion of Christ. Again, 
in some of the Epistles very little mention is made of 
the great truths of our religion ; points of doctrine 
being not at all discussed, and scarcely alluded to. This 
is perfectly in accordance with what might be expected, 
when the style of writing is taken into consideration. 
As a general rule, indeed, we should look for the intro- 
duction of such mattere only as the Apostle had some 
reason for introducing ; and the silence which in some 
of the Epistles is maintained concerning many of the 
great truths of our religion, is, as is occasionally men- 
tioned in the course of this Essay, of itself an indirect 
argument that the early Christians to whom they were 
addressed had been beforehand made acquainted with 
them. 

It may in conclusion be observed, that, with the 



examinatioii of the evidence for the pre-acquaiiitance 
of the early Churches with the truths inoulcated in the 
Epistlea is so closely connected the inquiry whether 
these doctrines were faithfully and correctly received, 
that the one can hardly be decided, without the other 
being at the same time ascertained. 



t'e Apostolical Epistles t^ord internal evidence, that the 
persons to whom the}/ wei'e seaerall^ addressed had 
(dready been made acquainted with the great trtdhs 
which those Epistles inculcate. 
THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 

By whom, or at what period, tlie Church of Christ 
was first founded at Rome, we are unable exactly to 
ascertain. The " strangers of Rome, Jews and Prose- 
lytes," who were among the astonished spectators of 
the miraculous effusion of the Holy Ghost, at the feast 
of Pentecost, are supposed by some to have been the 
medium through which the knowledge of the Christian 
doctrines was first imparted to some of the inhabitants 
of that great city '. There can be little doubt, how- 
ever, that this knowledge must have been conveyed 
very early ; as at the time that St. Paul directed his 
epistle to their Church, not only was the Holy Apostle 
" persuaded of them that they were fiill of all 



' Bishop Tomline's Introdu< 
[. chap. ix. 2. 
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goodness and knowledge'; but their faitli also 
universally spoken of, and their obedience generally 
celebrated '. After such a testimony as this to their 
advance in the Christian religion, it can hardly be 
doubted that all its great doctrines would have been 
taught them before the writing of the epistle ; aniL 
that in consequence it was addressed to them to coim 
firm and establish their practical faith in Christ, rathea 
than to initiate them in the fundamental truths of HiM 
holy religion. That these were known to those Um 
whom the epistle was addressed, is to be gathered, nod 
80 much from any actual statement that such was thfll 
case, as from that equally satisfactory, because unde^ 
eigned, method of proof, which arises from the greala 
doctrines of Christianity being alluded to, wheneveis 
they are mentioned, as matters, the truth of which tlin 
Roman Christians never for a moment called intoa 
question. It is this indirect proof of the acquaintance! 
of the Roman converts with these doctrines, which in 
chiefly afforded in the epistle addressed to thera. ThM 
same thing may, perhaps, be considered to be assertsM 

. more directly, when the Apostle beseeches them " tag 
mark them which cause divisions and offences coiitrai^Ea 

I to the doctrine which they had learned^," though, asm 
"the doctrine" here mentioned, may allude oidy taJ 
what had been taught in the preceding part of thej 
epistle', this verse cannot be positively adduced, aal 
direct testimony on the part of St. Paul, that before i 
the epistle was written, they to whom it is addressed J 
had learned the truths which it inculcates. The proof j 

* Rom. XV. 14. I 

' Rom. i. 8. and xvi. W. i 

' Rom. xvi. 17. 1 

' " Contrary Co the doctrine which ye have learned, namely, from 1 
tne in this epistle." — Dr. Macknioht. 1 



for this is, as has been said, rather to be sought in 
the general style and tenour of the whole letter, A 
great portion of it is taken up with the discussion of 
some of the most abstruse doctrines of our faith, as 
justification, sanctification, and predestination. Now 
were these doctrines being brought before the notice 
of the Romans for the first time, St. Paul, one would 
think, would have thoroughly stated the doctrine, and 
then left it for the attentive study of those to whom 
he was writing. No teacher of morals or philosophy, 
in addressing those, over whose instruction he was 
presiding, would embody bis instruction in the form 
of argument, unless his disciples were at least in some 
measure acquainted with the points to be brought 
under discussion. Argument, however excellent a 
mode of arriving at the truth of a disputed matter, is 
certainly not fitted for those altogether unacquainted 
with the subjects which are to be discussed. It also 
appears essential, in order properly to understand an 
argument on a difficult question, that certain funda- 
mental truths should by both sides be conceded. Now, 
amongst the early Roman Christians, many were con- 
verts from amongst the Jews. To such it was a thing 
hard indeed to be understood, how that the Gentile, 
who, before Christ's coming, had possessed the light 
of nature alone to guide him, should be placed, in the 
Gospel dispensation, on a parity with one of their own 
favoured people : and the only manner in which they 
could reconcile it to their notions, was, by inferring, 
that for a Gentile to be justified and saved, he must 
receive the whole law of Moses. To argue this matter 
with the .Tewish converts, was one principal object of 
St. Paul in his Epistle to the Romans. Now had he 
been addressing himself on such a subject to a Jew, to 
I the first great doctrines of the Christian religii 
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P%«re niiknown, tbese woiiltl surely be first proved, 
I or at least expressly stated, by tbe Apostle: whereas, 
I BO far from this, in the whole course of tbe argument,, 
they are assuDied as matters perfectly known andj 
faithfully believed. In the fourth chapter of this EpistlflJ 
after explaining how circumcision could never bavM 
been the cause of Abraliam's faith, but only the "seal 
of tbe righteousness of faith which he had when unciN 
cumcised," — and this for the purpose of showing how 
the Jew, by his having had Abraham for his father, wad 
, not on that account certain of acceptance with Goda 
k he closes the chapter by writiug, " Now it was nofl 
I written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him I 
but for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if wq 
believe on him, that raised up Jesus our Lord from tbq 
dead ; who was delivered for our offences, and waa 
raised again for our justification ^ :" where the gran* 
doctrines of the resurrection and atonement are men* 
tioned in a way which can leave no doubt that theyi 
were truly believed by the members of tbe RomaOd 
Church. Perhaps the first sentence of the epistle, im 
which the Apostle offers his salutation to these CfarisJ 
tians, affords as satisfactory a proof as can be desired on 
their acquaintance with these and other great doctrines a 
" Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an Apostlej' 
separated unto the Church of God (which he bad pro- 
mised afore by liis prophets in tbe Holy Scriptures), con-»^ 
cerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was mada 
of the seed of David according to the flesh ; and declared) 
to be the Son of God with power, according to the Spirit!, 
of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead ; by whonxJ 
we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience 
Lto the faith among all nations for bis name: amon?- 



• Chapter 




whom are ye also the called of Jeaus Christ ; To 
all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be 
saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesua Christ '." In these verses, not only 
are mentioned the doctrines of the Trinity ', the divine 
and human nature of our blessed Lord, and also his 
resurrection, by which he was " declared to be the Son 
of God ;" but in the second verse there is reference to 
that great truth, so ably stated in the seventh Article of 
our Church, " that the Old Testament is not contrary 
to the New," the sum and substance of both being 
Christ ; while in the fifth verse the apostolical founda- 
tion of the Universal Church is mentioned ; and lastly, 
St. Paul reminds them of their obligation to live as 
Christians ought to live, implied in his addressing them 
as " the beloved of God, called to be saints." This 
introduction to the Epistle would of itself sufficiently 
show that the members of the Roman Church could 
not have been ignorant, at least, of the doctrines of 
the incarnation, death, and resurrection of our blessed 
Lord. 

The doctrine of the Trinity in Unity, that wonderiiil 
and mysterious doctrine, which, "though not too great 
for a divine faith to believe, yet is too high for our 
human understandings to conceive ^" in the same man- 
ner appears, not only to have been heard of by these 
early Christians at Rome, but also to have been faith- 
fully received. To its three sacred persons, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, is allusion constantly made, in 
terms which can leave no doubt that the Apostle's con- 
verts were thoroughly acquainted with this doctrine. 
Of the second person of the blessed Trinity, we read, 
" that he was declared to be the Son of God with 
' Rom. i. 1—7. ' Verse 4. 

I. Bevcridge, Ait. 1. vol. i. p. 7S. Oxford ed. 
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power '," that " he is over all, God blessed for ever*. 
Of his office — tbat he is our Redeemer — we read ; 
" When we were enemies we were reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son;" and " luueli more being i 
eonciJed, we shall be saved by hia life ;" and thi 
" through our Lord Jesus Christ, we have received thi 
atonement*." Of the third Person we read, that ' 
love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holj 
Ghost, which is given unto us ' ;" that " as many as a 
led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God ' j"l 
that the same Holy Spirit " makes intercession for th 
saints, according to the will of God^;" that "if anjj 
roan have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his ' ;'i 
and further, St. Paul prays, " that the offering up i 
the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by th6| 
Holy Ghost *." Such allusions as these, combined witj 
the fact that the Apostle, at no part of his Epistle^ 
either circumstantially explains the doctrine of tb 
Trinity, or corrects any error into which his converts 
had fallen respecting it, appear to offer evidence auft 
ficiently conclusive, that not only had it been heard oQ 
but also received by them in truth and purity. It mayS 
be said that the Apostle's silence respecting any errorjif 
is but little proof that no error existed with regard toJ 
the manner in which this doctrine was understood ; ye^ 
it seems by no means unreasonable to conclude, thatj 
the Apostle would have been apprized had the doctrine, 
[iqf the Trinity been ^vrongly held ; and as certainly, that)] 
llfid such been the case, he would never by his silence] 
nave given such error his sanction or approval. 

Similar remarks apply, with almost equal force, to thi^ 
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doctrine of tbe Sacraments, as to that of the Trinity. 
That baptism was the means by which the first Chris- 
tiana at Rome were admitted into the visible Church of 
Christ, cannot be doubted, when St. Paul urges it as 
the reason for their on no account permitting them- 
selves in the practice of sin; an argument which could 
be of no force unless baptism was not only administered, 
but the obligation under which it laid each person also 
generally insisted on, It may be said that the notions 
entertained by many of the Jewish converts concerning 
the use of circumcision, would have hardly less per- 
verted their views with regard to the Sacrament of 
baptism. Yet this would not show that they had not 
been instructed in the obligations imposed on them by 
their baptism ; and that such had been the case is per- 
fectly evident from the Apostle's giving it as the very 
reason for their walking in newness of life. " Know ye 
mi" he writes, " that so many of us as were baptized 
into Jesus Christ, were baptized into his death ? There- 
fore we are buried with liim by baptism into death." 
And again: " Knowing this, that our old man is cru- 
cified with him, that the body of sin might be de- 
stroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin':" 
" That our old man is crucified." in our death to sin and 
our birth to righteousness ; those spiritual effects of 
baptism ; and this in order that we may no longer 
give ourselves to the service of Satan, or resign our- 
selves to " the conduct of our sinful, carnal appetites." 
With regard to the other sacrament, although the 
Epistle contains no express allusion to the Lord's sup- 
per, or any exposition of its nature or efficacy, yet, as it 
is to be concluded that baptism would never have been 
taught to any society of Christians without, at the same 
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time," tHe'necesBity of their frequent celebration of tCi 
holy communion being insisted on ; so also may we 
infer that the beneiits of which, by its means, the peni- 
tent believer is made a partaker, would also have been 
inculcated. No less also is it to be believed, that their 
Church in those days entertained regarding it, none of 
those " desperat*! errors " which the same Church in 
later times has discovered to be proved from holy writ. 
That any approach to such a doctrine as transubstantia- 
lion wouM have been allowed to pass uncensured, can- 
not be conceived by any one who believes that it is 
" repugnant to the words of Scripture, and overthrows 
the nature of a Sacrament '." Its non-existence before 
the time of Gregory the Third ', is quite sufficient proof 
that it was no apostolical doctrine; and that the early 1 
Roman church, if some of its members received not the J 
doctrine of justification by faith in the purity witl^i 
which it had been first preached to them, was yet frei 
from perverting the doctrine of the Sacraments. 

The doctrines then, of which mention has heevt< 
hitherto made — those, namely, which relate to thel 
humanity and divinity of our blessed Lord, to his re-*- 
surrection and atonement, to the blessed Trinity, and.1 
to the Sacraments, seem not alone to have bee&| 
preached to, but also faithfully received by, the early; 
Roman Church, It remains now to inquire how : 
this was also the case with regard to other great do* 
trines of the Christian Religion, such as those of pre-l 
destination, and justification by faith, and sanctification. I 

■ Article XXVni. 
i ' The opinion regarding the change of the eiements i 
bniaclied before the time of Gregury the Third. (Bp. Beveridgay 
Exposition of Art. XXVUI. part 2.) The word " transubatantia- 
tion " was introduced, ob is supposed, a.d- 1100. (Bp. Short, Ch. 
Hist.) Yet transobstantiation was not made a tenet of the Churcli 
KOf Home before the Lateran council under Innocent III. a. 
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That both the Jewish and Gentile converts, to whom 
this epistle was addressed, had previously heard of the 
doctrine of predestination, seems clear from the manner 
in which it is first expressly mentioned to them : " And 
we know," says the Apostle, " that all things work to- 
gether for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to his purpose. For whom he did 
foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, that he might be the first-bom 
among many brethren '." Now in this singularly fine 
chapter, St. Paul is explaining more fully than he had 
done before, the nature of the office of the third Person 
of the blessed Trinity, and the doctrine of predesti- 
nation is alluded to at the end of this explanation, 
without, as it seems, being really required for the 
elucidation of what the Apostle had been previously 
asserting regarding the Holy Spirit's ofiice ; and further, 
it is to be observed, that no explanation is here given 
of this doctrine of predestination ; it is merely alluded 
to; a circumstance which of itself appears sufficient to 
prove, when its wonderful and mysterious nature is 
considered, that the Roman Christians could not now 
be hearing of it for the first time. It was a doctrine, 
however, which the Jews did not properly understand, 
and those of them who had become by profession 
Christians, still entertained about it, in a great measure, 
the same erroneous views. Their opinion concerning 
election, as may be gathered from St. Paul's argument, 
was, that the blessings promised to " Abraham and his 
seed" were to extend to their whole nation, and that 
their being born of descendants of Abraham was suiB- 
ient of itself to constitute them sons of God *. It 
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promised to 



. 28, 29. 

i' doctrine concerning election was, " Tliat as God had 
bialiatn to bless his seed, to give him not only spiritual 
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was ati easy tranaitioii from tbis, to consider that, to 
consequence, to their nation alone were the offers of 
eternal salvation made : and that in them the Gentile 
could never bo a participator, unless he should consent 
to be circumcised, and promise the observance of Hie 
whole law of Moses. To strike, therefore, at the root 
of this fallacy was absolutely necessary, and Iience St. 
Paul, in the ninth chapter of his Epistle, argues the 
matter with the Jewish converts. He reminds tfaem 
how in their own election, God's everlasting purpose 
(irpoStoig) had been fulfilled by Abraham's call, and, 
yet, that they presumed most wrongly on God's good- 

I nes8 by considering the promises then made to Abraham 
as necessarily extending to all his natural descendants: 
If, says St. Paul, Abraham's seed were all heirs of the 
promises, as you say, how was it that before the chil- 
dren were bom, and therefore before they could have 

1 done evil, Isaac was selected as the channel of God's 
mercy rather than Ishmael ? and, again, in tlie suc- 
ceeding generation, Jacob rather than Esau ? by this 
means leading the Jew to conclude that all the chil- 
dren of Abraham were not, for certain, the children of 

I promise, and, therefore, that these latter might include 

, Gentiles by birth, as well as Jews; thus enabling them 
to understand more coiTectly what was the way of sal- 
vation provided by Almighty God before the founda- 
tion of the world. The Apostle further warns them 
against that awful error, which would even presume i 
set limits to the mercy of God through Christ, " wl 
will have all men to be saved, and to come unto thtf 

p knowledge of the truth ;" or that other error, ec 

blessing, but also the land of Canaan . . . iberefore tbis blessing e: 
tended to tbeir whole nation, and that God was bound to fuIRI tbesal 
promises to them, whether they were righteous or wicked, faithful or 1 
unbelieving." — Bp. Percy, Key to the New Test. p. 58, 



awful in its consequences, into which " curious and 
carnal persona, lacking the Spirit of Christ," do fall, 
" whereby," as the Seventeenth Article of our Church 
expresees it, " the devil doth thrust them either into 
desperation, or into wretchlessness of most unclean 
living, no less perilous than desperation." These were 
errors, the former of the two more especially, into 
which, not only men in later times have fallen, but one 
into which the Jew, entertaining such a view as he did 
regarding his own election, was most likely in all ages 
to fall. Nor was it the doctrine of predestination 
alone, about which some of these early converts to the 
Christian religion were not properly informed. That, 
also, which declares that man is "justified freely by 
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus ' ;" 
" that be is justified by faith without the deeds of the 
law ' ;" and that both Jews and Gentiles have one 
method of justification, both the circumcision and the 
uncircuraciaion being justified by faith ; was a doctrine 
which, though it had been preached to all of the 
Apostle's converts, was, if properly understood by the 
early Gentile converts, not alike comprehended by the 
Jewish. That it had been taught to the Gentile con- 
verts, may be assumed from the Apostle not explaining 
it to them in the epistle : and that the Jews had been 
made acquainted with it, may surely be concluded by 
the Apostle finding it necessary to show them that 
they did not properly understand it. Kven many of 
them who allowed that through faith in Jesus Christ 
men were justified, had yet strangely confused notions 
regarding the extent which the deeds of the law had 
also in their justification. The Jew, entrusted as he 
had been with " the oracles of God," seemed alone 
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desirous to concede to the Gentile the possibility of 
salvation, whilst he sought for it in the way pointed 
out by the Jew. The erroneous notion which the Jew 
entertained of the doctrine of election, was probably 
the chief cause of his error concerning justification 
by faith. The grand cause of their justitication being, 
as they considered, the covenant made by God with 
Abraham', and the seal of that covenant being Circum-" 
cision ; it followed, in their opinions, that none could be 
justified without partaking of the same rite, and that 
circumcision was as necessary for the Gentile as for the 
Jewish Christian. It was, therefore, most necessary 
for the Apostle to show them, how that they, being 
willing transgressors of the law, derived no benefit 
from their circumcision ; that circumcision of the flesh 
alone profited where it was accompanied by the circum- 
cision of the heart ; and to assure them, that so far 
from the works of the Levitical law expiating sin, " by 
the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified V 

The same wrong views concerning the use of circui 
cision were entertained by others besides the Jewish eoi 
verts at Rome. To those in Galatia the Apostle Paul had 
also to write, " Behold I, Paul, say unto you, that if ye 
be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing " ;" and 
the probability of the same error spreading amongst all 
the infiint Churches, would render the Apostle parti- 
cularly careful in exjjosing its great fallacy. To argue, 

' " Now the Jews assigned three grounds for justification. First, 
The extraordinary piety and merits of their ancestors, and the 
covenant made by God with iheae holy men. , ■ Secondly, a perfect 
knowledge and diligent study of the law of Moses. . . Thirdly, the 
works of the Levitical law, which were to expiate sin. . . Hence they 
inferred, that the Gentiles must receive the whole law of Moses ij 
order to be justified and saved." — Bp. Percy, Key to the New Ten 
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therefore, thia subject with tliem, to prove to tbem how 
both Jews and Gentiles are justified by the same 
means, namely, thrnugb faith in Christ, without the 
deeda of the law, is one principal object wliich St. 
Paul had in view in writing this epistle. Nor can any 
argument be conducted \vith greater skill, any be 
better suited for its intended purpose. Not only fully 
proving his point, the Apostle himself anticipates an 
objection that might be raised by some, who clinging 
to the doctrine which proposed their own deeds as 
meritorious, and, in some degree, the procurers of their 
salvation, would raise objections to the doctrine of jus- 
tification which he was explaining. If, as you say, God's 
mercy is so free, and Christ's righteousness so sufficient 
for all; if redemption is so complete without man's 
assistance, and sin can never be cancelled by man's good 
works, then must it follow, that so far from righteous- 
ness being requisite, God's goodness would be more 
magnified by man's wickedness, and a continuance in sin 
would the more exhibit his grace. To such a conclu- 
sion as this, equally fatal with that which would make 
man's good works to be relied on in any degree as the 
meritorious cause of his justification, the Apostle next 
replies, and thus necessarily introduces the connexion 
which exists between the great doctrines of Sanctifica- 
tion and Justification. The former of these doctrines 
having been before alluded to in the epistle, the more 
enlarged statement of it in the eighth chapter cannot 
be supposed to have been inserted, for the purpose of 
then first acquainting the Christians at Rome with the 
office of the Holy Spirit — how that He was the Com- 
forter and the Sanetifier of the elect. The Spirit of 
holiness, the title given to the third person of tbe 
blessed Trinity, in the opening of this epistle, seems to 
.have especial reference to Him as engaged in this great 



I 
* 



I 
I 



22 

part of man's salvation ', namely, his saiu-tification ; and 
would hardlj have been introduced by St. Paul, unless 
those to whom hia epistle was addressed had understood 
the allusion therein conveyed. So also in the sixth 
chapter, in which the Apostle ho earnestly exhorts to 
the practice of righteousness, the connexion existing 
between aanctification and justification is throughout 
rather to be gathered Irom the Apostle's argument, 
than from such connexion being explicitly stated : 
thus indirectly showing that those to whom the epistle 
was addressed, did understand these great doctrines 
and their connexion. " But now," says St. Paul, 
"being made free from sin, and become servants to 
God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end 
everlasting life ;" whence would be clearly concluded, 
how useless was any boast of the righteousness of justi- 
fication, or their " being made free from sin," and 
having " become servants to God ;" unless there also 
existed along with it, the righteousness of sanctifica- 
tion, or their bringing forth the fruits in holiness of 
life *. Among the early Christians at Rome tjiere 
might have been, and doubtless were, those to whom 

' " For although the Spirit of God be of infinite, easentiot, and 

original holiness, as God, and so may be called holy in himself . . . 
yet I conceive be ia rather called the Holy Spirit, or the 5piri/ of 
Holiness *, because, of the three persons in the blessed Trinity, it \% 
his particular office to sanctify or make us holy." — Bp. Pearson, 
Expos, of Creed, Art. viii. p. 650. 

* " ' Ye are made free from sin, and made servanta to God,' this 
is the righteousness of justification. ' Ye have your &uit in holi- 
ness,' this is the righteousness of sanctification. By the one we are 
interested in the right of inheriting ; by the other we are brought to 
the actual possessing of eternal bliss, and so the end of both is ever- 
lasting life." — Hooker, Sennon II. 6. 



the connexion tlius existing between these two great 
doctrines had not been sufficiently explained. Whilst 
among the Jewish converts tliere were some, who with 
difficulty could receive the doctrine that they were to be 
" accounted righteous before God only for the merits 
of Jesus Christ, by faith, and not for their own works 
or deservings^ :" so among those who had been Gentiles, • 
some might have found it hardly leas difficult to under- 
stand how good works could be necessary, when after 
all that they could ever hope to perform, they were to 
confess themselves unprofitable servants * : and thus to 
both classes of these early Christians was the more 
ample illustration of these great doctrines, found in the 
eighth chapter of the Epistle, of especial use. 

From the evidence, then, affiirded by the Epistle, 
it appears that the members of the Roman Church had 
been beforehand made acquainted with the gi-eat doc- 
trines of the Christian religion ; and hence, that the 
Apostle was not then acquainting them with them for 
the first time. To confirm the weak : — to establish the 
wavering: — to enable the Jewish convert to overcome 
his prejudices, and the Gentile to " glorify God for his 
mercy," was the grand design of this celebrated epistle, 
not letss uselul for the Church in our days, than in those 
in which it was composed. 
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THE EPISTLES TO THE CORINTHIANS. 



It can hardly fail to be observed by every reader of 
the Epistles of St. Paul to the Church at Corinth, that 
although some amongst its members had made such 
progress in the doctrines and practice of the Christian 
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religioQ, tbat tbe Apostle thanks God tliat tliej " came 
behind in no gift, waiting for the coming of tbe Lord 
Jesus Christ ' ;" yet this was by no means tbe case with 
all. Some of tbem were not only " babes in Christ," in 
their knowledge of the Christian doctrine, but also were 
guilty of the worst vices in practice. The sins in which 
'those who bad been heathens had fonnerly lived, were 
now again very generally practised, even by such as 
were baptized Christians ; and more than this, that 
most sacred institution of their religion — the Sacnt- 
ment of the Lord's supper — was treated with open con- 
tempt. Nor was this all ; schisms had already entered 
into their Church ; teachers had appeared, who, so far 
from preaching Christ crucified, had promulgated un- 
sound doctrines, the fruits of which %vere manifest, not 
alone in their indiscreet use of their spiritual gifts, but 
also in tbe arrogance and conceit in which many of the 
professing Christians appear to have indulged '. The 
design, therefore, (as might be expected) which the 
apostle especially bad in addressing to their Church his 
Epistles, was to correct these their faults in practice 
and discipline. In the first of these Epistles this was 
especially the case ; part of it also being taken up in re- 
plying to certain questions proposed to the apostle by the 
Corinthians themselves, in a letter which they had sent 
by the bands of some of the principal members of their 
Church. There is, therefore, considerable difference in 
the Epistles to the Corinthians and that to the Romans, 
regarding the subjects of which they respectively treat. 
To the Corinthians tbe Apostle's instructions are not 
generally, as to tbe Romans, conveyed in the tone of 
argument. A tone also of more authority is used in 
his admonitions, coupled, however, with espressions of 
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tender re^rd towards the memljera of the Church at 
Corinth ; which was most natural, from their having 
been first grounded in the doctrines of Christianity by 
St. Paul himself ^ To this latter circumstance it is to 
be attributed, that the internal evidence that his Corin- 
thian converts had already been made acquainted with 
the doctrines inculcated in the Epistles, does not wholly 
arise from the allusions to those doctrines which are 
found in them. St. Paul himself, frequently throughout 
the first Epistle, makes mention of his having himself 
taught the doctrine to which he desires to call their 
attention; and thus no doubt is left in the minds of 
any by whom the Epistle is believed not to be a forgery, 
that those to whom it was addressed had been pre- 
viously instructed in the truths which it brought before 
their notice. Thus in the '2nd chapter are we told, uot 
only of St. Paul's having visited them, but also what 
had been the subject of his preaching : — " And I, 
brethren, when T came to you, came not with excellency 
of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testi- 
mony of God, For I determined not to know any thing 
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified * :" 
and again in the following chapter the same thing is 
asserted, "/ have laid the foundation," other than which 
can no man lav, "which is Jesus Christ." So also, soon 
afterwards, the Apostle writes, " For this cause have I 
sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and 
faithful in the Lord, who shali bring ymi into remem- 
brance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach every 
where in every church '." And, again, in the second 
Epistle to the same Cliurcb, " For the Son of God, 
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Jeeus CliriHt, who was yread/ed amuiiy you by itf, even 
by me, and Silvanus, and Timotheua, was not yea and 
nay, but in him was yea*." "Forasmuch as ye are 
manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ, minis- 
tered by tis, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of 
the living God '." These quotations are quite sufficient 
to prove that the Christians at Corinth had been gene- 
rally instructed in the doctrines of the Christian religion 
by St, Paul himself; quite sufficient to show what is 
asserted in another chapter of the first Epistle, tliat he 
himself had "begotten them in Christ Jesus through 
the gospel "." Now, with reference to the members of 
the Corinthian Church having been taught particular 
doctrines. That those which relate to the crucifixion, 
burial, and resurrection of Christ, had been taught 
them, we have conclusive evidence. " Moreover, bre- 
thren, T declare unto you the Gospel which I preached 
unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye 
stand ! by which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory 
what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in 
Tain. For I delivei'ed unto you first of all that which I also 
received, how that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures ; and that he was buried, and rose agaia 
the third day according to the Scriptures *." Now, had 
not St. Paul expressly mentioned that the resurrection 
was a doctrine not now being explained for the first 
time to the Corinthian Church, this magnificent chapter, 
from its containing so elaborate an exposition of this 
great doctrine, might have possibly been adduced to 
prove the contrary ; namely, that this Church had been 
founded by the Apostle without this doctrine having 





been expressly taught, or particularly insiated un : an 
additioual reason for such conclusion being the manner 
in which the same doctrine is introduced in a former 
chapter, where, in urging upon his converts the duty of 
keeping themselves pure, he writes, " And God hath 
both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his 
own power';" from which express mention of the 
resurrection some might suppose that the Corinthians 
were not previously fully acquainted with this doctrine. 
The introduction to the fifteenth chapter above quoted, 
not only altogether refutes any such supposition, but 
also asserts, that those to whom the Epistle was ad- 
dressed did in general believe faithfully this doctrine, 
although some few had been seduced into the awful 
error of the Sstdducees^; an error which, if persisted in, 
must have rendered St. Paul's preaching and their faith 
equally vain. With regard to the great doctrine of 
man's redemption by Christ's death, the same ia also 
quite evident ; that the Corinthians not only had heard 
of, but believed it. "Ye are bought with a price ;" that 
price, which was no less than the blood of Christ Him- 
self, would have never been given by the Apostle as a 
reason for their desisting from the practice of sin and 
fornication, had not their redemption by Christ's death 
been a doctrine which all had heard of, and under- 
stood. 

The evidence of the belief of the Corinthian Chris- 
tians in the doctrine of the Holy Trinity frequently 
occurs in the Kpistles now under consideration. In 



^B} 1 Cor. vi, 14. Similar remarks iniglit apply lo 2 Cor. v. 10. 

^ ■ Dr. Burkitt notes on this passage, " the Gospel which I preaelied 
unto you," particularly the doctrine of the resurrection of the body, 
which was a great point of that Gospel ; " wherein ye stand," that is, 
the best and greatest part of you are firm to your former professioD, 
though some are fafUn away. 
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part of tLe Apostle' it reply to a (jueiitioii proposed to 
hhn, relative to the propriety of eating tilings which bad 
been offered to idols, occurs the following passage : — 
" Aa concerning therefore the eating of those things 
that are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an 
idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none 
other God but one^;" in which the ApoBtle distinctly 
asserts that the Unity of the Trinity was an article of 
the faith of his converts, and then in the next verse but 
one he adds, " But to us there is but one God, the 
Father, of whom are all tilings, and we in him ; and 
one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we 
by him ;" in which is introduced the mysterious differ- 
ence existing between God the Father, "of whom are 
all things," and God the Son, " by whom are all things," 
as a matter which those to whom the Apostle was 
writing appeared thoroughly to know : it is mentioned, 
also, without being referred to as forming part of the 
doctrine of the Trinity, or being in any way really 
necessary for the sake of the Apostle's argument rela- 
ting to the idol-worship ; thus forming that indirect evi- 
dence that the Corinthians had been instructed in the 
distinction between the Person of the Father, and the 
Person of the Son, and had been previously taugh,t, 
" that as the branch is from the root, and the river from 
the fountain, so the Son is from the Father, receiving 
his subsistence by generation from Him *." So again, 
in other parts of these Epistles, is reference made to the 
divinity of the second as well as the third Person of 
the blessed Trinity ; and these, be it observed, are 
always mentioned as doctrines, the truth of which was 
not doubted. Thus Jesus Christ is perpetually styled 
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tLe Son of God*. And the same Son of God is called 
the Lord from heaven : " The first man is of the earth, 
earthy ; the second man is the Lord from heaven*:" and 
in the second Epistle the same sacred Person is men- 
tioned as "the Image of God':" his imag;e as being 
" God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God K" 
So in reference to the divinity of the Holy Ghost, we 
read, " For who knoweth the things of a man, save the 
spirit of a man which is in him ? even so the things of 
God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God';" whence 
it follows, not alone " that the Holy Spirit is omniscient, 
as knowing all things, even the deep things of God," 
but also that the Spirit is with Goil, and in God, even 
as intimately as the soul is in the body'. Again, in 
the same Epistle, the Apostle writes, "Know ye not 
that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of 
God dwelleth in you^?" and, "What, know ye not that 
your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in 
you'? which words, compared with a verse in the second 
Epistle to the same Church, " For ye are the temple of 
the living God: as God hath said, I will dwell in them, 
and walk in them V' evidently prove the divinity of the 
Holy Ghost. Now these great doctrines, — and it is 
an observation of especial weight in seeking to establish 
the pre-acquaintance of the Corinthians with them, — 
are to be gathered from passages such as these which 
found in the Epistle, and are not expressly brought 
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forward as doctriues of the Cliurch, though the I) 
guage used with respect to them would be altogetl 
incoiisisteiit on any other supposition. 

That the doctrines of Justification and Sauctification 
had also been taught the Corinthian Christians, and, 
further, that they generally understood them, would 
appear from the circumstance of the Apostle in the 
opening chapter of the first Epistle writing to them, 
"But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God 
made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and eanctil 
eation, and redemption :" which could never have 
said to such as did not aright understand and value 
two-fold benefit procured for them by Christ's deatl 
namely, that Christ was the author of their justification 
by God's accepting them as righteous in Him, and the 
author of their sauctification by working in them true 
holiness*. So, again, in the sixth chapter the Apostl 
I writes to the Corinthians, "And such" {sinners aS' 
have been describing) " were some of you ; but ye 
washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified ia tl 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.1 
I For the consistent believers of the Corinthian Churcl 
I to have been told by an inspired Apostle that they hi 
been " born of water and the Spirit," that they had be* 
justified and were sanctified, by this means receivii 
the benefits which their baptism was intended to coi 
Tey^ is surely sufficient proof that they had been pi 
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' " God givelb ua both the one justice and the other : the o 
accepting us for righteous in Christ ; the other by working Christiai 
righteoUBness in ua," — Hooker, Serin, ii. 21. 

' " Here, having been washed in Christ's name, doth, in congruitj 
with what is said in other places, denote baptism in his name : being 
sanctified and justified do express the first benefits accompanying 
that baptism. And, indeed, whenever a general 




viously thoroughly instructed in these great doctrines, 
and, further, that though many of them by their con- 
duct had grieved the Holy Spirit of God, yet that as a 
Church they had not wilfully corrupted tlie doctrines 
which they had been taught. In one most solemn 
institution of the Christian religion, however, the prac- 
tice of the Corinthian Church was eminently corrupt ; 
this was the Lord's Supper. As regards the sacrament 
of Baptism, neither in their manner of its celebration, 
nor in their opinions regarding the grace which it 
inwardly and spiritually conveyed, do tiiey appear to 
have merited the Apostle's reproofs; both of which are 
to be concluded from St. Paul's silence as to any 
improprieties attending its ministrations, or errors in 
respect to its doctrine. But with regard to the Lord's 
Supper, the case was different. It had come to the 
Apostle's knowledge ', that the Corinthians, after their 
ayairai, OT love-feasts, were accustomed to celebrate 
this Holy Sacrament in a most improper manner, and, in 
consequence, he brings before their notice the manner 
of its first institution. Now this was not because the 
object and use to be made of this sacrament had not 
been explained to them. The Apostle altogether pre- 
vents any such conclusion, as that his converts were 
now first being taught the benefits conveyed by this 
Communion with their Lord, by reminding them, as 
though in order to convince them how little excuse they 
had for their conduct, that he had himself taught them 
the design and meaning of this holy mystery. "For I 
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persona in Gad's sight are 
separation or dedication 
grace, wbich are consigned 
— Dr. Isaac Barrow. 

' 1 Cor. xi. 18. "For first of all, when yi 
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have received of the Lord that which also I delieeretJ 
unto you*;" &c. the manner of our Saviour's institution 
then immediately following. Were the Epistle even 
without this express declaration on the part of the 
Apostle ; the first introduction of the subject, where he 
explains to the Corinthians how, in addition to " cir- 
cumcision and the Paschal Lamb, the Jews had also 
other types of the sacraments of the New TestamentV 
would be quite sufficient to prove that the members of 
this Church had been previously instructed in the nature 
of the sacrament ctf the Lord's Supper. To those unac- 
quainted with its nature, St. Paul would not have first 
introduced the subject by telling them, that as we 
(Christians) eat the bread that came down from heaven, 
and drink the hlood of Christ in the Lord's Supper, so 
did they (the Jews) "all eat the same spiritual meat, 
and did all drink the same spiritual drink, for they 
drank of that spiritual rock that followed them, and 
that rock was Christ'." To such as had not heard of 
the intention of these holy mysteries, St. Paul would 
not have wTitten, "The cup of blessing which we bless, 
is it not " (do you not know that it is) " the communion 
of the blood of Christ ? The bread which we break, is 
it not " (have yoa not been taught that it is) " the com- 
munion of the body of Christ'?" 

It is then to be concluded, that the Epistles to the 
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' Bishop Beveridge, Expos, of Article VII., vol. i. p. 300, Oxf. 
ed. " But besides iheae two aacramenta of the Old Testament, 
Circumcision, and the Paschal Lamb, the Jews had also other types 
of the sacraments under the New Testament. For ihey were bap- 
tized unto Moses in the cloud and the sea, which was a type of 
baptism ; and they ate of the bread that came down from heaven, and 
drank of the water of the rock, which was a clear type of the Lord's 
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Corinthians contain internal evidence, not only direct, 
but also indirect, eitlier of which is quite sufficient to 
prove that the doctrines and institutions of the Chris- 
tian religion had been taught to, and also were gene- 
rally understood by those to whom the Apostle was 
~ riting. 



EPISTLE TO THE GALAT1AN8. 

As in the Epistles to the Corinthians, so in that to the 
Galatians, is there direct evidence, not only that the 
doctrines of the Christian religion had been taught 
amongst them, before they received the Epistle ad- 
dressed to them, but also that their Church had been 
planted by the great Apostle of the Gentiles himself: 
" Ye know," says St. Paul, " how through infirmity of 
the flesh I preached the Gospel unto you at the first '." 
There can, therefore, be no doubt, that, before this 
Epistle reached the Galatian Church, its members had 
been duly instructed in the doctrines of Christ's re- 
ligion. Before any long time, howeyer, had elapsed, 
after the first settlement of a Church amongst them, 
the same false system of teaching which had been pro- 
mulgated amongst the Christians at Rome, had equally 
found converts amongst the professing members of the 
Galatian Church. The zealots of the Jewish religion, 
refusing to listen to the decree of the Council at Jeru- 
salemS continued to teach that circumcision, together 
with the observance of at least a great part of the 
Mosaic law, was absolutely necessary for the Gentile, 
in order that he might obtain salvation. They even 
went so far as to assert that St. Paul, by hie own 
example, had borne witness to the universal necessity 
of circumcision, — an argument equally calculated to 
' Chap. iv. 13. ' Acts xv. 6. 
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inUleaid the waveriog Gentile convert, and to disti 
the Church at large, [ii the Eptstle to this Church, 
therefore, written but a very short time after its esta- 
blishment, St. Paul sets himself to the painful task of 
reproving its members for their speedy removal from 
God, " that called them into the grace of Christ, unto 
another Gospel." It was the express object of his 
writing to stop the spread of tlie false notions of the 
efficacy of circumcision — to convince the Gentile how, 
if he were circumcised, Clirist could profit him nothing', 
and to re-establish the members of the Galatiau Church 
in the faith and practice of the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity. This being the object of the Epistle, we find 
particular doctrines of the Christian religion alluded to 
only so far as it was necessary for the purpose the 
Apostle had in view ; and whenever sucli reference to 
them is made, it is always as to matters with which 
the members of this. Church were perfectly famihar. 
In this Epistle, therefore, as in that to the Corinthian 
Church, we have both the direct and indirect evidence 
that they, whom St. Paid is addressing, were ac- 
quainted with the truths inculcated in it ; — the one 
arising from the Apostle's assertion to that effect, — the 
other from his allusions to Christian doctrines as sub- 
jects known and understood. The former of these is bo 
conclusive that but little mention will be made of the 
latter. In the opening chapter of this Epistle, St. 
Paul writes, "But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other Gospel unto you than that u-hick we 
have preached mito you, let him be accursed ; as we said 
before, so say I now again. If any man preach any 
other Gospel unto you than that ye have received, Jet 
him be accursed*;" in which words St. Paul not onlf 
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expt^^jsly asserts that the Gospel doctrines bad been 
preached to the Galatian Christians, but also that they 
had been received by them. So again, in a subse- 
quent chapter, it is expressly asserted how the great 
doctrines of Christ cruciBed — that source and fountain- 
head, from which all other doctrines spring — had been 
preached to them ; " O foolish Galatians, who hath 
bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, 
before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set 
forth crucified among you'?" and in the following 
verses is afforded a farther proof that their acceptance 
of the Goppel of Christ had«been accompanied, as was 
generally the case in those days of the Church, with 
the miraculous eiftision of the Holy Spirit ; for, adds 
the Apostle, "This only would I learn of you, Received 
ye the Spiiit by the works of the law, or by the hear- 
ing of faith ? Are ye so fooUsh ? having begun in the 
Spirit," having enlisted yourselves as members of 
Christ's Church, and having had manifested amongst 
you those wondrous gifts of the Holy Ghost — " are ye 
now made perfect by the flesh ?" by becoming circum- 
cised, and so binding yourselves to the Mosaic law. 

There is, therefore, internal evidence that the mem- 
bers of the Galatian Church, established by St. Paul, 
had not only been taught generally the doctrines of tiie 
Christian religion, but also that they had received 
them; although, in many cases, doubtless they had 
received tbem rather by frofesmig their belief in them, 
than by practically and faithfully believing them. This 
seems to have been the case with the doctrine of Sanc- 
tajication by faith only in Christ Jesus; reference to 
which is made for the purpose of convincing some of 
the Galatians how grievously inconsistent those were, 
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Vho, having beeu taught and having professed their 
belief in Christ, were now returning to " the weak and 
beggarly elements" of the law, equally inefficacious in 
sanctifying the soul, as in conferring the spiritual 
riches of the GospeP. The erroneous views, however, 
of some with respect to this doctrine by no means 
arose from St. Paul's not having duly instructed them 
in it, but either from their own forgetfulness of the 
truths which he had taught them, or from their small 
desire to act up to what they themselves must have 
known to be right. His reminding them, therefore, of 
this great doctrine, how through Christ's righteousness 
they could alone hope for pardon and reconciliation to 
God, and how altogether useless it was to trust in their 
own works as any meritorious cause of their salvation, 
can by no means be adduced as a proof of their not 
having already been taught this doctrine. The manner 
in which it is brought before their notice in the third 
chapter quite excludes such a supposition ; where, in con- 
cluding his comment on the use of the Law, St. Paul adds, 
" Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us 
unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But 
after that faith is come, we are no longer under a 
schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of God by 
faith in Christ Jesus ' :" expressions, be it observed, 
wliich would not have been used to such as had not 
heard of, and did not generally understand, the doctrine 
of justification by faith in Christ. The Apostle, then^a 
in order to guard against any presuming upon such'' 
favour of God, manifested towards them in their having 
been made his children, reminds them of the manner in 




« >■ I Weak,' as not having power or efiiracy to cleanse or lanctifj 
tlie soul ; and ' beggarly,' as not being able to coofer the spiritual 
riches of the Gospel."— Dr. Welh on Gal. iv. 9. 
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wLich they did become so : " For aa many of you as 
have been baptized into Christ, have put on Chribt;" 
thus recalling to their recollection the conditions re- 
quired of them in that Sacrament, in which their 
" adoption to be the sons of God was visibly signed 
and sealed ° :" those conditions being " Repentance, 
whereby they forsake sin, and faith';" not that dead 
faith which professes, but does not practise ; nor that 
which would persuade them of their justification alone, 
without also teaching them the necessity of their being 
sanctified by God's Holy Spirit ; but that faith " which 
works by love '," which enables its professors to " walk 
in the Spirit," and so prevents them from fulfilling the 
lusts of the flesh'. As regards the doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity, it may, in concluding the remarks on this 
Epistle, be observed, that its truth is to be gathered from 
texts incidentally inserted in the Epistle. Its not being 
regularly stated, and distinctly proved to the Galatian 
Church, ia of itself quite sufficient to show that it was 
a doctrine previously known and recognized by its 
members, as a doctrine of the Universal Church. When 
the Apostle writes to them, " And because ye are 
sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
your hearta, crying, Abba, Father V' in which " the Son 
is distinguished from the Father, as first sent by Him, 
and the Spirit of the Son ia distinguished both from 
the Father and the Son, as sent by the Father after 
He had sent the Son ' ;" — when it is considered, that 
though this great doctrine is thus alluded to, no com- 
ment is made upon it, no remark concerning its 
wonderful nature, it seems quite sufficient to convince 
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'* Bp. Pearson's Expoaiiion of the Creed, Art. viii. Vol. i. [ 



118 tliat the Galatiaii Cliristians iiad certainly heard of 
this great truth ; and, further, ttiat to them it had 
been preached as the Church has in all ages receired 
it. Their acquaintance with this doctrine, even without 
this allusion to it, would be perfectly certain after it 
had once been proved to be an apostolic doctrine; the 
internal evidence afforded by the Epistle, of this 
Church having been founded by St. Paul, would he 
suflBcieiit evidence also, that its members, enrolled as 
such by the Apostle himself, had been properly in- 
structed in the truths to which allusion is made in tiw; 
Epistle. 






THE EPISTLES TO THE EPHESIANS, 
AND COLOSSIANS. 



The Epistles to the Churches of Ephesus, Philippi, 
and Colosse, having been all composed much about the 
same period', and having been all Mtitten for a similar 
purpose, — namely, to confirm and strengthen the prac- 
tical faith of the members of those Churches, — may not 
be improperly considered In connexion with one an- 
other. Of these Churches, that of Philippi had cer- 
tainly been founded by St. Paul himself; and if the 
Ephesians before St. Paul's visit to their city had heard 
of the religion of Christ, yet this Apostle was doubtless 
the instrument of completing and establishing a Church 
amongst them, and would therefore take a lively in- 
terest in hearing of their growth in the knowledge and 

' " These three Epistlea, together with that to Philemon, were 
written by St. Paul from prison. That to the Ephesians was most 
probably the first of the four, as in it the Apoatle expresses no hope 
of a epeedy release from prison, which in those to the Phiiippiana 
and Colossians occurs more than once." — Bp. Tomline'a Introd. to 
the Study of the Bible. 



practice of tlie Cliristiaii religion. The internal evi- 
deuce afforded by each of these Epistles that the 
Churches to which they had been respectively addressed 
had been made acquainted with the doctrines inculcated 
in them, is very satisfactory. It not only arises from 
the manner in which the Apostle makes mention bf 
doctrines ■which he brings before the notice of their 
members, but also from the direct assurance of St. 
Paul, that in such and such doctrines those to whom 
he was writing bad been taught and did believe. Ex- 
amples of the indirect evidence might be adduced, 
almost whenever the Apostie makes mention of the 
doctrine of Sanctifl cation, or that of the Trinity ; the 
latter of these doctrines, as iu the other of his Epistles, 
being always alluded to rather than dwelt upon at any 
length. But as, in each of these three Epistles, the 
direct internal evidence for the truth of what is required 
to be proved is so clear, the other mode of evidence 
need not be examined. In the first of these Epistles, 
in the opening chapter, St. Paul writes to his Ephesian 
converts : " In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation : in whom 
also, after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that 
Holy Spirit of promise ^" Now nothing can more 
clearly show that to them had been preached the word 
of truth ; that tbey had trusted in the great Author of 
their salvation ; and further, tliat they had been par- 
taliers of the Holy Spirit of promise, the earnest of 
their eternal inheritance. Were this the only passage 
in the Epistle bearing on the subject ; were the rest of 
the Epistle of the same style and matter as wotild be 
expected if those to whom it was addressed were for 
the first time hearing of the Christian doctrine, there 
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could be no doubt, bo clearly is it here stated, that the 
Ephesian converts had been imide acquainted with and 
received these doctrines, 

80 again, in a subsequent chapter to the same Ctiurch, 
we find the same direct testimony to their knowledge 
of Christ, when, after earnestly dissuading them from 
the sins of the heathen, he writes : " But ye have not 
so learned Christ, if so be that " {i. e. "since"') " ye have 
heard him, and have been taught by him as the truth 
is in Jesus * ;" this " truth in Jesus " not referring only 
to doctrinal religion, but to that faith which manifested 
itself in the conduct and works of its professors ; the 
Apostle thus reminding his Ephesian converts of the 
necessity of their being sanctified ; for he then adds : 
" That ye put ofl^ concerning the former conversation, 
the old man, which is corrupt, according to the deceit- 
ful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of your mind ; 
and that ye put on the new man, which, after God, is 
created in righteousness and true holiness '." On this 
great doctrine of Sanctification, and its connexion with 
that of Justification, the second chapter of the Epistle 
to the Ephesian Church more enlarges, where it is re- 
ferred to especially in order to impress on the minds of 
the Ephesians, how different was their state since their 
conversion from that in which they had lived before it ; 
and to urge upon them the necessity of their abstaining 
from the sins of the heathen world, — an exhortatioa 
which the profligate state of Ephesus rendered 
liarly needful. 

The Church was planted at Philippi, as has been 
already mentioned ', by St. Paul, and was the first 
Church settled by hira in Europe. To his having 
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visittid tlie Philipptans there are many allusions in thia 
short but beautiful Epistle. Thus for instance, he 
exhorts them " to hold forth the word of life," that he 
may rejoice in the day of Christ that he has not "run 
iu vain, neither laboured iu vaiu ';" and again where be 
writes to them : " Tiiose things which ye have both 
learned and received, and heard and seen in me, do ; and 
the God of peace shall be with you ' :" either of which 
passages affords sufficient proof of St. Paul's having been 
busy amongst them, and both by precept and example 
having inculcated the true religion of Christ. Again, 
from the expressious of sincere attachment towards the 
members of the Phitippiau Church, accompauied by no 
reproof for any errors contracted by them in faith or 
practice ^ it may be presumed that they were free from 
all such errors, — a reeiult which might, in a great mea- 
sure, have been brought about by their having by no 
means escaped the furnace of afflictiou '. And not only 
when the Apostle addressed his Epistle to them does 
this seem to have been the case, but also from the time 
of the first foundation of their Church, they appear to 
have embraced in truth and purity the doctrines which 
they had been taught. " I tliank my God," says the 
holy Apostlfc', " upon every remembrance of you, always 
in every prayer of mine for you all, making request 
{Sitiaiv) with joy, for your fellowship in the Gospel yj-om 
the first day until now'." In the following chapter is 
afforded the Apostle's testimony, not only that the Phi- 

' Phil. ii. 16. ' Chap. \y. 9. See also i. 30. 

' " It IB a strong proof," says St. Chrysostora, " of the virtuous 
conduct of the Philippians, that ihey did not alFord the Apostle a 
single subject of complaint j for in the whole Epiatle which he wrote 
to them, there is nothing but exhortation and encouragement, with- 
out the mixture of any censure whatever." — Introduction to this 
Epistie. 

' Phil. i. 29. " Chap. i. 3—5. 
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Ii'ppian Christians liad been enabled to hold fest this 
their profession of the doctrines of Christianity, but 
also allusion is made to the means by which they bad 
been enabled to do this, and would be enabled to con- 
tinue in the same ; which was by that constant endea- 
vour to work out their own salvation with fear and 
trembling, which equally becomes all who are tni< 
believers. 

The Apostle frequently recurs to and dwells upoa 
this their desire to lead a holy life, as considering it 
the manifest fruit of those Christian principles which 
he had taught them, and which they had professed 
for after calling to their minds the great doctrines ra*^ 
lating to Christ's humiliation and exaltation, he adds; 
" Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, m 
as in my presence only, but now much more in my 
sence, work out your oi^n salvation with fear and trem- 
bling ; for it is God which worketh in you, both to will 
and to do of his good pleasure ^ :" impressing on them, 
at the same time, how that though they must work out 
their own salvation, yet that as it was God that enabled 
them to do this, to him, and to him alone, all the praisQ 
Was duo. St. Paul further argues this by his own ex- 
ample : "Brethren, I count not myself to have appi 
tended ; but this one thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before, I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus * :" all 
■which constant exhortations to practical holiness, be it 
observed, are particularly applicable to such as were 
well instructed in the doctrines of the Christian 
religion, 

"With regard to the members of the church at Colosse 

' Pha. ii. 12, la. ' Chap. iii. t.3, 1 
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being acquainted with theClipistian doctrines, the proof 
is much the eame as that aiforded in the epistles to the 
churches at Ephesus and Philip|ji. By some it is sup- 
posed that St. Paul had not himself visited Colosse, 
when he addressed his epistle to its church ; nor is it 
necessary for our argument to call this conclusion into 
question, although possibly somewhat too hastily arrived 
at *■ By whomsoever Christ's Church was first planted 
in this place, it is quite evident tliat it was by no care- 
less or indifferent missionary in the great work. That 
true foundation of the Church, "other than which can 
no man lay," had been so laid there, that upon it had 
arisen a goodly and substantial fabric ; which, when 
the Apostle wrote, had neither been overthrown by 
the blasts of infidelity, nor undermined by the sub- 
tlety of heathen philosophy. This flourishing state of 
their Church must have been most gratifying to St. 
Paul, and we find him in this epistle expressing the 
satisfaction it gave him. "We give thanks to God, 
and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, prajing 
always for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ 
Jesus, aud of the love which ye have to all the saints ; 
for the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof' 
\e heard hefia-e in (he word of the truth of the Gospel, 



This □pinion is chiefly taken froro Coloss. ii. 1, on which Bishop 
'omliiie says—" 1 must own these worda ure not in my judgment 
conclusive ; if they prove any thing upon this question, they prove 
that St. Paul had heen neither at Colosse nor I.aodicea : hut surely 
it is very improbable that he should have travelled twice into 
Phrygia for the puipoae of preaching the Gospel, and not have gone 
either to Laoilicea or Colosse, which were the two principal cities of 
that country." — Introduction to the Study of the Bible, Part II. 
ch. XV, 2. So Dr. Lardner, afler adducing various passages, says — 
" From all these considerations, it appears very probable, that the 
Church at Colosse had been planted by the Apostle Paul, and that 
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which is come unto ifoii, as it is iti all tlie world " ^all 
the Roman empire), " and bringetli fortli fruit as it 
doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and 
knew the grace of God in truth *." In these vei 
not only does the Apostle affirm, that the dnctrini 
of the true Gospel had been taught them, but further, 
that the seed which had been planted bad not been 
cast on barren ground, and that their " faith in Christ 
Jesus" had been made manifest by their "love in the 
Spirit." Some have supposed that amongst the pro- 
fessing Christians at Colosse, there were those Mho had 
imbibed the notions of the Jewish Essenes', and that 
the epistle was in part written to refute these errors. 
Were this the case, and were it true that some of the 
members of this church had so far neglected their 
baptismal professions as to have been drawn away from 
the purity and simplicity of the Gospel of Christ, it 
irould not overthrow that which is contended for — it 
would not show, merely because some were subject to 
' the doctrines of men," that the true doctrines of the 
Gospel had not been taught them. But from the 
Apostle's writing to them, " Bejmre lest any man spoil 
you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradi- 
tion of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not 
I after Christ ;" and again, " Let tto man beguile you of 
your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping 
of angels, intruding into those things which he bath 
not seen, vainly puRed up by his fleshly mind"," it 
would seem that these erroi-s are referred to rather in 
the way of caution, to prevent his converts from falling 
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' Colossians i. 3 — 6. 

' Michaelis bo considers, and iliat thia epistle was written chiefly 
ansner to one Trom the Loitdiceans, wliicb contained some queries 
relating to the doctrines of ihe Essenes, 
Colossinne ii. 8 and 18. 




into them, than for the sake of reproof, to admonit^h 
them for having already contracted them. And thia 
seems to be tlie right conclusion, from the fact, that 
the same chapter in which these things are brought 
before their notice, contains direct testimony that those 
to whom the Epistle was addressed, were certainly well 
instructed in the great truths which it inculcates, and 
aUo practised them stedfastly : " For," writes St. Paul, 
" though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in 
the spirit, joying and beholding your order, and the sted- 
Jhstness of your faith in Christ ; As ye have thej'efore 
received Clirist Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him ; rooted 
and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye 
have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving*:'' 
a quotation so clear and explicit in proving that which 
we seek, that more need not be said on this point. 

The indirect evidence afforded in these Epistles, for 
the free acquaintance of those to whom they were 
addressed with the doctrines of the Christian religion, 
requires merely to be alluded to. In all of them, 
whenever reference is made to the great truths of the 
Gospel, it is evident that they are mentioned as mat- 
ters known and understood, and not at all as they 
would be brought before the notice of those not per- 
fectly instructed in them. The doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity, as held by the Church in all ages, is in these 
Epistles to be deduced and gathered from what is said 
concerning each of its three sacred Persons; and the 
mere circumstance, as has been before stated, of this 
doctrine being deduced from these and the other 
apostolical epistles, by implication, is no slight argu- 
ment in favour of the fact, that they to whom these 
Epistles were written had been perfectly acquainted 
■with it. 



I 





I 
I 

I 



THE EPISTLES TO THE THESSALONIANS, 

The two Epistles to the Church at Thessalonica are 
generally supposed to have been written earlier than 
any other of the Epistles contained in the written word 
of God. If such is the case, and nothing appears to 
have rendered the matter doubtful, it affords consider- 
able proof of the zeal with which the first ministers of 
God's Church must have preached the Gospel. If the 
Church had extended its bounds as far as Thessalonica 
at so early a period ; and the converts to the Christian 
religion had so willingly embraced the doctrines, which 
those who had been commissioned to evangelize the 
world taught wherever they went, it follows that these 
latter must have laboured with considerable earnest- 
ness in this great work, and have been signally blessed 
in this undertaking. So early as the year .52 these 
Epistles are supposed to have been written: the Thes- 
salonian Church was therefore quite in its infancy ; and 
yet the Epistles afford manifest proof that its members 
had been instructed in the doctrines of the Gospel. 
The small baud of converts, all of whom had most pro- 
bably been received into the Church by St. Paul or 
St. Timothy, appears to have been united iu the strong 
bands of Christian love, which the persecutions to 
which this Church was then exposed seem only to have 
been the means of rendering closer: "We are bound 
to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, 
because that your faith tfroweth e^ceedinfflt/, and the 
charity of every one of you all toward each other 
aboundeth ; so that we ourselves glory in you in the 
churches of God, for your patience and faith iu all j/m 
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persecutions and tribulations that ye e/idure\" WhiJe, 
however, thia was the case, yet the Apostle must liave 
felt tliat constant persecution, tlioug'h for a time inef- 
fectual, might at last overthrow the faith of ChiiHtiana, 
wlio had, but so short a time before, been heathens. 
He in consequence endeavours, so far as he might be 
able, to strengthen tUeir faith in Christ ; and for this 
purpose alludes to the Gospel which he had preached 
amongst them, and to that hope aud confidence, which 
should never fail to animate all such as had become 
members of God's Church on earth. He encourages 
them by the assurance, that their " work of faith, their 
labour of love, and patience of hope in Christ -," were 
well remembered by him; that the Gospel which he 
had preached had not been merely heard or professed 
by them, but that they had become true followers of 
the Lord ; and by this means, adds the Apostle, "ye 
were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and 
Achaia'," Not only, therefore, were they themselves 
acquainted with the doctrines of Christ's religion, but 
the circumstance of their being so was well known ; 
and thus the object of the Apostle's visit to their city, 
and the manner in which, through his instrumentality, 
they had been converted from heathenism, had become 
matters of general notoriety. This again is further 
confirmed in the following chapter, where St. Paul 
writes to them : " For this cause also thank we God 
without ceasing, because when ye received the word of 
God, which ye heard of tis, ye received it not aa the 
word of men, but, as it is in truth, the word of God, 
which effectually worketh also in you that believe';" 
which we find St. Paul expressly declaring, that 
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these hia converts had received the Gospel which he 
had taught them; and that the same preaching, which 
to the Jews Lad been a stumbling-block, and to the 
Greeks foolishness \ had been to them " the power and 
■wisdom of God." So again is there ample evidence 
that the effect of St. Paul's preaching was of no tran- 
sient nature. To ascertain thia^ he bad sent Timothy 
to their Church; and after receiving liis account of the 
state in which he found it, he writes: " For this cauf 
when I could no longer forbear, I sent to know yoi 
faith, lest by some means the tempter have tempted 
you, and our labour be in vain. But now when Timo- 
theus came from you unto us, and brought vs good 
tidings of ff our faith and chanty, and that ye have good 
remembrance of us always, desiring greatly to see us, 
as we also to see you : therefore, brethren, we were 
comforted over you, in all our affliction and distress, by 
your faith *." And in the following chapter, impressing 
on them the necessity of a iioly life, he writes : " Fur- 
thermore then, we beseech you, brethren, and exhort 
you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have receiced of tts 
how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would 
abound more and more. For ye know what command- 
ments we gave you by the Lord Jesus':" and then, 
considering it unnecessary to mention all these com- 
mandments, on account of their being acquainted with 
them, the Apostle contents himself with cautioning 
them against ever allowing themselves in sins of im- 
purity; advice the more needed, from such sins being 
openly and unscrupulously practised by the heathens 
by whom they were surroimded. In the same chapter, 
St. Paul gives a description of our Lord's coming to 
judgment; yet this would by no means lead us t 



tne 



' I Cor. i. 2.1, 



pose that the Thessaloniaiis had been imperfuctly tatiglif 
concerning the great doctrine of Christ's resurrection, 
or the certainty nf their own resurrection, aud judg- 
ment before his tribunal °. The Apostle's allusion to 
the subject at all is occasioned by his endeavour to 
speak comfort to them on account of the death of their 
friends; and adduced as a reason for their not sor- 
rowing as others which have no hope. And the fact 
that the same great doctrine is referred to in the second 
Epistle, can be no argument for its not having been 
received and understood, since the Apostle especially 
reminds them tiiat his testimony among them on this 
subject was believed '. The reason for his second allu- 
sion to it appears to have been, that some of the Thes- 
salonians had mistaken a form of speech made use of 
in his first Epistle, and considered that this great day 
was soon to be expected '. Even this error St, Paul 
says that they would not have taken up, had they 
remembered all that he had preached to them ; how 
that there was to hapjteu some apostasy before the 
arrival of this great day, " Remember ye not, that when 
I was yet with you, / tuld you these things^?" The 
same chapter further proves how truly the Thessalonian 
converts believed in the doctrines of the Gospel gene- 
rally; and bears testimony to their practice consequent 
upon such belief: "But we are bound to give thanks 
to God always for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, 

" See 1 Thesa. iv. 14, and v. 2. '2 Thess. i, 10. 

' " It ia generally believed that the mesBenger who carried the 
Epistle into Maceclonia, upon his return tu Corioih, informed 
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becBiise God hath from the beginning chosen you to 
wilvation, througli sanctification of the Spirit, and belief 
of the tnitli ; tthcreunto he called you by our gospel, to 
the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Cbriat. 
Tliereforo, brethron, stand fast, and hold the traditions 
which ye have heen taught, whether by word or our 
epistlo*:" evidence so strongly in favour of the con- 
cluBion whieli we eeek to establish, that nothing more 
can be rcijiiircd to show that the members of this 
Church were most thoroughly acquainted with the 
groat truths which the Epistles brought before th^ 
notice. 



THE EPISTLES TO TIMOTHY AND TITUS. 
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The Epistles of St. Paul to Timothy and Titus contain 
BO evident marks of bein^ addressed to those who were 
in authority in the Church of Christ, and who were 
invested with that authority for the purpose of esta- 
blishing and extending the Church, that there will be 
but little difficulty in showing, that they themselves 
were acquainted with those doctrines and institutions 
which they were to teach to others. The date of the 
first Epistle to Timothy was probably soon after St. 
Paul's first imprisonment at Kome, when the Church 
was considerably enlarged ; and hence arose the neces- 
sity of an increase, both in the number of elders who 
might teach in it, and of overseers who might super- 
intend and govern it. Among these latter were 
Timothy and Titus ; the former having been left at 

lesus, and the latter at Crete, for the purpose of ! 
I directing the aftaira of the Church established at thoi 





places. Now the mere circii instance of St. Paul's 
investing them with authority, and givhig theni instruc- 
tions as to how it was to be exercised, seems quite a 
sufficient proof that they were acquainted with those 
doctrines in which every one on his admission into the 
Church was instructed. Did therefore these Epistles 
lack all further proof that those to whom they were 
addressed had been previously instructed in these 
truths, there could be no doubt about it. Yet, so 
far irom this being the case, there is constant refer- 
ence to both Timothy and Titus having been well 
initiated in the doctrines of the Christian religion. 
The fact that both of them are called by St. Paul 
his "sons in the faith'," seems to imply, that from 
him it was that they first became acquainted with the 
truths of Christianity, — a thing farther rendered highly 
probable, with respect to Timothy, from his having 
been, when quite a young man, and long before his 
receiving these Epistles, constantly in St. Paul's com- 
pany. The internal evidence afforded in these Epistles, 
that both Timothy and Titus were instructed in the 
doctrines which are inculcated, is so satisfactory, that it 
matters little whether they had been first taught them 
by St. Paul or not. In the first Epistle to Timothy, 
St. Paul, after mentioning some of the errors which 
would characterize the apostates of later times, writes, 
" If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these 
things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, 
nourished up in the words of faith and of good doc- 
trine, whereuntQ thou hast attained^:" and in the same 
chapter the Apostle writes, " Take heed unto thyself 
and unto the doctrine ; continue in them ; for, in doing 
this, thou shalt both save thyself and them that hear 
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tliee'." Intleed, in the openiug of tliis letter, tlie per- 
fect acquaintance of Timothy with the doctrines taught 
by the Apoatle, is given as the reason for his being left 
at EphesuH, invested with the authority which he there 
" As I besought thee to abide still at 
Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia, thai thou miglU- 
est charge some that they teach no other doctrine, neither 
give heed to fables and endiet^a genealogies, which 
minister questions, rather than godly edifying which is 
in faith'." What other doctrine can here be alluded to 
than that doctrine which St. Paul had himself taught to 
all the Churches that he had founded, and to all those 
who had been converted by him ? And how would 
this great charge of keeping this doctrine, as a faithful 
minister in God's Church, have been entrusted to 
Timothy, had he not been thoroughly acquainted with 
it, and furnished with that whole armour of God which 
would enable him to withstand all the fiery darts of 
the wicked? 

The second Epistle to Timothy, written at a some- 
what later period, and when St. Paul was a prisoner 
at Rome *, affords equally convincing evidence of the 
same : " Hold fast the form of sound words, which 
thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is 
in Christ Jesus. That good, thing which was committed 
unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in 
us":" where the Apostle also implies how, in order tOJl 



■' 1 Tim. JT. le. ' Chap. i. 3. 4. 

^ That \<i, during his second imprisonment in tbat-city, which 
would pkce the date of this Epistle about 65 or 66 : but Dr. 
Larduer cunsiders it wns written during his Drat imprisonment, and 
the first Epistle a little prior to his first imprisunment. — Bpg. Tom- 

e and Perey. 



keep Lis Chriistiaii faitli' and profession, he must seek the 
aid of God's Holy S]>irit. So, again, where the Apostle 
propounds his own example, and exhorts Timothy to 
follow it, " But tlton liast fuUy known my doctrine, 
manner of life, purpose (t^ TrpoBiafi), faith, long-suffer- 
ing, charity, patience '," and then he adds, "But con- 
tiuue thou in the things which thou hast learned and 
hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou liast 
learned them; and that from a child thou hast known 
the holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise 
unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus ^:" 
from which passage we further learn that Timothy was 
not the only one of his family who had embraced the 
religion of Christ. Tlie fact that he had been from a 
child conversant in the Old Testament Scriptures is 
sufficiently confirmed by our further knowing that the 
" unfeigned faith," which Paul was persuaded was in 
bim, dwelt first in his " grandmother Lois," and his 
"mother Eunice'," and hence there can be no wonder 
that he was selected by St. Paul as one of that holy 
order of men who should be the successors of the Apo- 
stles, and the honoured instruments of continuing God's 
Church on earth. Yet these Epistles to Timothy, be it 
observed, afford remarkable evidence of the anxiety which 
the Apostle manifested in his selection. He did not 
entrust him with an office of so great imjiortauce with- 
out being persuaded of his faith, and without earnestly 
exhorting him to contiTme in those things in which he 
had before been instructed. And if the Epistle to 
Titus does not afford evidence of the Apostle's being 

' " 'That good Ihing which was committed to thee,' &c. He 
meaneth it in respect of the Christian faith, which he waa bound to 
keep entire an it was delivered to him, at his peril, and as he would 
answer it another day."— lip, Sanderson. 
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so partTfolar in the se leetioii of one who sboulc] bol 
utiiiiilar office in the Church of Crete, yt't there 
surely be no doubt, that in leaving Titus there for thS' 
purpose of setting in orJcr the things that were want- 
ing, and ordaining elders in every city ', St. Paul would 
have proceeded with no less auxious care and judgment 
than he manifested in the selection of Timothy. His 
being .St. Paul's " partner and fellow-helper V' and 
having been sent by him, on previous occasions, on 
embassies to particular Churches *, quite assure us that 
be was well known to St. Paul. Hence, when the 
Apostle writes to him, "But speak thou the things 
which become sound doctrine V' no question can arise 
as to Titus having been himself properly instructed in 
sound doctrine, or having perfectly the ability of 
distinguishing between that which was sound, and 
that which was unsound. This, again, is further con- 
firmed by another verse in the same chapter, in which 
the Apostle writes to Titus, exhorting him to teach, 
not by precept alone, but by example also : " In all 
things showing thyself a pattern of good works: in 
doctrine showing u7icorruptness, gravity, sincerity, sound 
speech tfiat caymot be condemned^;" which St. Paul could 
only have addressed to one who had been thoroughly 
instructed in the true doctrines of Christianity. Al- 
though these passages have been adduced, yet it is to 
be remembered that the internal evidence which these 



' Tilusi. 5. ' 2 Cor. viii, 2.3. 

' " St. Paul eetit him from Ephesus with hia first Epistle to the 
Corinthians, and with a commission to inquire into the state of the 
Church at Corinth ; and he sent liini thither agnin from \facedonia, 
with his second Epistle, and to tbrward the collection for the saints 
in Jadea."— Bp. Tomiine's Introd. to the Study of the Bible, part ii. 
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Epistles afford, that tliose to whom thej were written 
had been thoroughly instructed in the doctrines of 
Christianity, arises, not less from the circumstances of 
both of them containing directions as to the manner in 
which Timothy and Titus were to exercise their episco- 
pal authority, thau from the very circumstance of their 
being invested with such authority, and the Epistles 
inetnicting them as to its exercise : these being of 
themselves sufficient evidence of their thorough fitness 
for it, as regards their acquaintance with those great 
truths which they would at all times be required to 
teach and inculcate. 



EPISTLE TO PHILEMON, AND SECOND AND THIRD 
EPISTLES OF ST. JOHN. 

The short Epistle to Philemon, a member of the 
Church at Coloase, is evidently written to one who had 
been instructed io the doctrines of the Christian re- 
ligion. It was addressed to him by St. Paul from 
prison, and appears to have been sent to him by the 
same messenger who conveyed the Epistle to the 
Church of which he was a member'. It was written 
also for one particular purpose, that St. Paul might 
intercede for Onesimus, who had been a slave in the 
service of Philemon, and had been guilty of some mis- 
conduct to his master ; and this, in conjunction with 
the circumstance of its having accompanied the Epistle 
to the Colossians, would both account for its brevity, 
and also for its not containing any particular allusion to 
the doctrines of the Christian religion. That Philemon, 
however, Iiad been duly instructed in the doctrines of 
the Christian religion may be inferred from St. Paul's 
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calling liim liis " fellow-labourer," a word which, if not 
importing that Philemon was himself a minister in the 
Churcli of Christ, yet at least jiroves him to have been 
of assistance in some way or other to the Apostle in 
hia great work of establishing the Church. His hospi- 
tality towards the early Christians is also mentioned ', 
which, though not of itself actually proving what is 
attempted to be shown, that he was acquainted with 
the great truths of Christianity, yet affords very strong 
indirect evidence of his being so acquainted ; since, in 
those days, hospitality would not have been offered to 
Christians, save by such as were themselves influenced 
by the true spirit of Christianity. But there is more 
direct evidence for what is asserted, derived from St. 
Paul's writing to him : " I thank my God, making 
mention of thee always in my prayers, hearing of thy 
love and faith, tchich thou hast toward tlie Lord Jesus, 
and toward aU saints, that the communication of thy 
faith may become effectual by the acknowledging of 
every good thing which ia in you in Cliriet Jesus':" 
which testimony to Philemon's faith in Jesus Christ, 
manifested as it was by his love towards the members 
of the Church, is quite sufficient evidence, that before 
he received this Epistle he had been instructed in the 
principles and truths of the Gospel. 

The same is no less true with respect to the persons 
whom St. John addresses in his second and third 
Epistles, — the one a lady of distinction, the other a 
Cliristian, by name Gains. The former of these was 
not only herself a member of the Church ; whence she 
is styled " the elect lady*;" but had also brought up 

' Philemon 7- ' Ibid. 4—6. 

' " The Epistle, therefore, may be considered aB written to some 
lady of eminence, styled ' elect ' on account of hur profession of the 
Gospel."— Bp. Toniline, Int. to Study ol Bible, part ii. ch. i 
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her family in the same holy religion which she pro- 
fessed ; at which St. John expresses his satisfaction : "I 
rejoiced greatly, that I found of thy cliildren walking in 
truth, as we have received a commandment from the 
Father'." And this short Epistle is addressed to her 
family to caution it against certain heretics, who by 
their denial of the Human Nature of our Lord were at- 
tempting to subvert the whole fabric of the Chrlstiau 
Church. 

Of Gaius, to whom the latter of these Epistles is 
addressed, nothing is certainly known, save what the 
Epistle says of him, yet that little is quite sufficient to 
show that he was a true member of the Church. The 
Apostle's commendations of his piety, " Beloved, I wish 
above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in 
health, even as Uiy soul prospereth, for I rejoiced greatly 
when the brethren came and test^ed of the IniOt that is 
in thee, even as thou walkest in the truth. I have uo 
greater joy than to hear that my children walk in the 
truth ^;" these commendations, followed as they are 
by the Apostle's praise of the hospitality displayed by 
Gaius towards the poorer members of the Church ', are 
quite sufficient to con\'ince us that he was not only a 
Christian in name, but also in deed and in truth. It 
may be said that neit er of these Epistles affords perfect 
evidence that those to whom they were addressed had 
been thoroughly instructed in all the doctrines of the 
Christian religion : the mere circumstance, however, 
of an Epistle being addressed to them by an Apostle, 
containing uo word of reproof, seems to put this beyond 
a doubt, while the brevity of these letters is quite ii 
sufficient reason for no more lengthened allusion to 
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any ef the Cbrintiaii doctrines, with wbich those to 
whom they were addressed were already acquainted. 



THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. 



This Epistle, although addressed to the Hebrews geM* 
rally, was yet, in all probability, sent to such as inha- 
bited Judiea'. St. Paul expresses in it his intention of 
visiting those to whom he was wTiting': and this seems 
quite to show that the Epistle, however applicable to 
the converted Hebrews wherever they were found, was 
yet especially addressed to those of some particular 
place. It was most probably written about a,d. 65, 
just after St. Paul's imprisonment at Rome, as he ex- 
presses in it his intention of shortly visiting these 
Hebrews, and the object which the Apostle in writing 
it appears to have had in view, was to confirm those 
who were weak in faith, and to reclaim those who had 
gone astray from their first professions of Christianity. 
And, when it is considered who they were to whom 
this Epistle was addressed, and how likely it was that 
they should be the objects of persecution by their 
unbelieving brethren, it can cause little wonder if some 
of them should have been tempted to forget their bap- 
tismal professions, and should have required to have 
had the superior excellence of Christianity to the law 
particularly insisted on. The peculiar position, in 
which, on his acceptance of the Christian religion, the 
Hebrew Mould have been placed; his trusting on Jesus 
Christ as his Saviour, and his testimony by so doing tt 
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tlie guilt of Ilia owu nation, would have been most 
likely to induce his unconverted brethreo to have 
recourse to all the argument of which they were 
masters, to convince him of the antiquity of the Jewish 
religion, and the folly of exchanging it for the Christian, 
If, therefore, in addressing the converted Hebrews, St, 
Paul more especially brings before them those subjects 
which would bo of most use in fortit'ying them against 
the sophistries of their unbelieving brethren ; if he 
enlarges upon the dignity of Christ, and his superiority 
to Moses, the Jewish lawgiver ; if he insists at length 
upon the inferiority of the Levitical priesthood when 
compared with the priesthood of Christ, and proves how 
all the glory which the former possessed, altogether 
depended on and resulted from that of the latter ; if he 
takes occasion to explain iiow far more glorious the 
new covenant is than the old, how utterly unable the 
eacrifices under the Jewish law were to take away sin, 
while the one sacrifice of Christ was always of avail, 
and was " to perfect for ever them that are sanctified ;" 
if on each of these subjects St. Paul particularly en- 
larges, it is not from this circumstance to be supposed 
that those to whom he writes had not before heard of 
them, and were now for the first time receiving instruc- 
tions in them. The twelfth chapter of this wonderful 
Epistle, wonderful from the nature of the subjects of 
which it treats, as from the language in which it is 
written, seems to give a sufficient reason for St. Paul's 
dwelling particularly on these matters: namely, a fear 
that the severe persecution to which these Hebrews 
were exposed, and this chiefly by their own brethren, 
might make them altogether forgetful of their profession 
of Christianity, "For consider him," he writes, "that 
endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, 
lest ye be weary and faint in your minds. Ye have 




not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin. And 
ye have forgotten the exhortation which sjieaketh unto 
you as unto children. My sou, despise not thou the 
chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked 
of him';" and, as a further consolation, this very perse- 
cution is considered under the notion of discipline, and 
is brought forward by the Apostle as a proof of their 
being sons : " If yo endure chastening, God dealeth with 
you as with sons; for what sou is he whom the father 
ehasteneth not? But if ye be without chastisement, 
whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not 
sons'*;" which affords sufficient evidence that his con- 
verts had been admitted into covenant with God, as 
their Father, through Christ Jesus, and therefore that 
they would have been made acquainted with the doc- 
trines in which all Christians were instructed. So when 
the Apostle writes to tliem, " Wherefore, holy brethren, 
partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle 
and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus*;" his 
manner of addressing them is by no means that in 
which those who had not been before instructed in 
the doctrines of the Christian religion Mould have been 
addressed. There is, liowever, evidence in the Epistle 
more direct than is afforded by the verses already 
adduced, for the truth of what we seek to maintain. 
In one of the opening chapters of the Epistle, St. Paul 
writes, "Therefore we ought to give the more earnest 
heed to t/ie things which we have heard, lest at any time 

we should let them slip How shall we escape if 

we neglect so great salvation, which at the first began 
to be spoken by the Lord, mid was confirmed unto lis by 
(hem that heard him^f" in which verses {which si 



factorily show tliat the doctrines generally of the Gospel 
had been previously taught them,) it may be observed 
that the Apostle, as is the case coiititiually in this 
Epistle, uses the first person rather than the second, 
from his arguments applying to himself, as being a 
Hebrew of the Hebrews, with ahnost the same force as 
to those to whom he writes. It is again shown that the 
Gospel, and therefore the truths which it inculcates, 
had been preached to them, when St. Paul, after allu- 
diug to the unbelief of their common ancestors, writes, 
" Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left ua of 
entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come 
short of it. Ffw unto us was the Gospel preached, as 
well as unto them ; but the word preached did not profit 
them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard 
it '." So again is it clear, that the great doctrines of 
Christ crucified had been preached to them ; and that 
they were also at that time being regularly preached 
by the ministers of the Church ; " Remember them 
which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you 
tite word of God ; whose faith follow, considering the 
end of their conversation : Jesus Christ, the same yester- 
day, and to-day, and for ever. Be not carried about 
with divers and strange doctrines^:" a passage which 
clearly shows, both that the true doctrines of the Gospel 
had been taught them, and also that they themselves 
knew how to distinguish between them and such as 
the Apostle characterizes as " strange." With those 
truths of Christianity, also, which the Apostle calls 
"first principles," they were well acquainted: as in 
order to reprove them for the little growth they had 
made in grace, he writes, " For when for tlie time ye 
ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you 
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again which he the first priiicij)Ie8 of the oracleR of 
God ; and are become such as have need of milk, and 
not of strong meat*:" and what these "first principles'* 
were, the following chapter shows ; — "Therefore, leaving 
the principles nf the doctrine of Christ, let ua go on unto 
perfection ; not laying again the foundation of repent- 
ance from dead works, and of faith toward God, of the 
doctrine of baptisms, and of laving on of hands, and of 
resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment'," in 
which subjects these Hebrews had been certainly pro- 
perly instructed. Nor, though the Epistle appears to 
have been written to confirm the faith of some who 
were wavering between a continuance in the Christian 
faith and a return to Judaism, does it appear that this 
was by any means the case with all of tliem. By 
many the doctrines of the Gospel had not only been 
professed, but had been acted on, and their ftiith had 
also been made manifest by their love. " But, beloved, 
we are persuaded better things of you, and things that 
accompany salvation, though we thus speak. For God 
is not unrighteous, to forget your work and labour of 
love, which ye have showed toward his name, in that 
ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 
And we desire that every one of you do show the same 
diligence, to the full assurance of hope nnto the end*." 
A sure testimony of St. Paul, that many of these 
Hebrews were true and sincere members of that Uni- 
versal Church, against which the powers of hell, though 
constantly directed, should yet never prevail. 

The above considerations lead us to the conclusion, 
that before they received this Epistle, these Hebrews 
had been duly instructed in the great doctrines ai 
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truths of the Christian religion. The same has also 
been shown with regard to all the particular Churches 
or persons to whom the Apostolical Epistles are respec- 
tively addressed. It only remains now to consider the 
same with respect to the Catholic Epistles of St. James, 
St. Peter, St. John, and St. Jude. 



THE CATHOLIC EPISTLES. 

The Epistle of St. James has been by some BUpposed 
to have been addressed, not alone to the Jewish con- 
verts to Christianity scattered abroad, but also to those 
Jews, who, at the time when this Epistle was written, 
had not been taught the doctrines of Christianity. This 
supposition has been entertained, from portions of the 
Epistle ' appearing to be addressed to such as were not 
believers in the Christian religion. Should such be 
the case, what is generally true with regard to those 
to whom the Apostolical Epistles are addressed, would 
not be true with regard to some of those whom St. 
James is addressing. Yet there appears hardly suffi- 
cient evidence in the Epistle to warrant a conclusion 
that it was addressed to the unbelieving as well as 
to the believing Jews: indeed in the commencement of 
it, St. James writes as " a servant of Jesus Christ," and 
begs those to whom he writes not to have " the faith 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with 

' Such as those in chap. ir. 1—10. and v. 1—6. " Dr. Lardner 
thinks that this Epistle was writtea to all Jews, of every denomina- 
tion, throughout the world, whether ChriBtians or otherwise ; for this 
reason the Apostle does not wish them grace or peace from Jesus 
Christ, .... and though a large part of the Epistle is applicable to 
Christians, there are several paragraphs which seem particularly 
addressed to unbelieving Jews" (as those above alluded to).^ — Bishop 
Percy's Key to the New Testament, p. 99. 
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Teepect of persons ;" but he woulcj be hardly likety to 
have written thus to sucb as did not believe in Christ, 
and who would therefore be little influenced by any 
commands urged in his name. And those passages in 
this Epistle, in which St. James apparently is addressing 
such as were uninfluenced by the spirit of Christianity, 
were, doubtless, written in order to reprove such as 
professed to be members of the Christian Church, but 
in reality disregarded those binding vows made at their 
admission into it. The solemn words, " Ye adulterers 
and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of 
tlie world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore 
will be a friend to the world is the enemy of God'," 
might be addressed to many a professing Christian in 
our own days, who permits the pleasures of the world 
to deaden in him the love of God, with the same pro- 
priety as to many in the earlier days of the Church ; 
and in the fifth chapter, where the Apostle alludes to 
such among them as had indulged in fraud for the 
purpose of increasing their wealth, his reproofs would 
not be at all loss applicable to many members of the 
Church in our own times, who, " living in pleasure on 
the earth," altogether forget that they have renounced 
the world, the flesh, and the devil, and that they will 
have to give account for the talents committed to their 
trust. These considerations would lead to the con- 
clusion, that no part of the Epistle of St. James would 
be at all inapplicable to the Jewish converts to whom 
it was addressed. Its design was to enforce upon them 
the necessity of practical religion ; to impress on them 
how utterly useless was the mere profession of faith in 
Jesus Christ, unless they exhibited such iaith by the ir 
works. Now, the whole of St. James's arguma 
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assumes that those whom lie addresses perfectly knew 
the doctrine of justification by faith : " What doth it 
profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, 
and have not works, can faith save him^?" These 
words certainly imply that this faith in Christ was a 
doctrine which all those to whom he was writing knew 
and believed ; and the Apostle finds fantt with them, 
not for inattention to this portion of the doctrine of 
Jnstification, but for their disregard to that which 
immediately resulted from it — their bringing forth the 
fruits of a true faith ; and, by their neglect of this, 
virtually rendering their belief in Christ of no avail. 
That not only this doctrine of Justification, but also the 
other great truths of the Gospel, had been taught them, 
may be interred from St. James writing to them, " Of 
his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we 
should be a kind of tirst^fruits of his creatures*:" where 
their knowledge of this "word of truth," that is, the 
doctrines of the Gospel of Christ, " the revelation of 
God's truth in the Gospel of our blessed Saviour V is 
quite admitted: and the humility which these doctrines 
80 constantly inculcate, is urged by the Apostle as a 
reason for their abstaining from pride in the mainte- 
nance of their own opinions, " Wherefore, ray beloved 
brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to wrath." So also, that they knew the doctrines 
of the Gospel generally, may be quite inferred from 
their being called upon to consider them and act upon 
them : " But whoso looketh into the perfect law of 
liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful 
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' " The Apostle here gives the most valuable proof of a 
uoiild be imagined of Lhe goodness of God j namely, the reveli 
his truth in the Gospel of our blessed Saviour, wiiich is here 
by ' the word.' " — Dciiii Staiiliope. 
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liearer, but a doer of the work, tbis man ehall be 
blessed in his deed':" where the Gospel " ia called," 
says Dean Stanhope, " a law of liberty, because it frees 
us from the bondage of the Mosaic institution, from 
the guilt and punishment and from the dominion of 
sin." Indeed the whole of this Epistle, so especially 
applicable to members of the Church in all ages, from 
its 80 strongly enforcing practical religion, seems by so 
doing indirectly to bear witness that those to whom it 
was addressed were instructed accurately in the doc- 
trinal part of Christ's religion ; while the certainty of 
these Hebrew converts, wherever they were scattered, 
being all regular members of the Universal Church, 
and being under the Supervision of their Clergy ', is 
quite sufficient direct evidence that the truths of 
Clirist's religion were constantly enforced and preached 
amongst them. 

With regard to the lirtit of the Apostolical letters of 
St. Peter, addressed as it was to the Churches of Asia 
Minor, most of which had been planted by St. Paul, it 
affords ample testimony, by the manner in which all 
points of doctrine are introduced, that the teaching of 
the great Apostle of the Gentiles had not been for- 
gotten. Those sacred mysteries of the Gospel, " into 
which angels desire to look," are referred to by St. 
Peter as things which had been preached to the mem- 
bers of these Churches, with the aid of the Holy 
Spirit °; and hence he ^vrites, "Forasmuch as ye hnow 



' James i. 25. 

* " Is any sick among you ? let him call for the elders ol 
church ; and let them pray over him," — James v. 14. 

' Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, 
unto ua, they did minister the things which are now reported unto 
, by ihem which have preached the gospel unto yon, with the 
I Holy Ghost sent down from heaven ; which things the aagels desire 
\ to look into,"— 1 Pet. i, 12. 
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that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, aa 
silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by 
tradition from your fathers; but with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and with- 
out spot : who verily was foreordained before the 
foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last 
times for you, who by him do believe in God, that raised 
him up from the dead, and gave him glory ; that your 
faith and hope might be in God. Seeing ye have 
purified your sank in obe^nt/ the truth throv^h the Spirit 
unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love 
one another with a pure heart fervently ; being born 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by 
the word of God which liveth and abideth for ever *." 
In these verses the great doctrines of Redemption, of 
Predestination, of Justification, and of Sanctiflcation,are 
all mentioned in such a manner, that no doubt can be 
left in the minds of any that the persons addressed were 
perfectly acquainted with them, and that they abounded 
" in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, 
and in all diligence '." In the second Epistle of the 
same Apostle, addressed to all "who had obtained like 
precious faith" with him, the same is no less true. 
After alluding to those "exceeding great and precious 
promisesV' by means of which they "might be par- 
takers of the divine nature:" after earnestly exhorting 
them by faith and by good works to "give diligence to 
make their calling and election sure'," he adds, 
" Wherefore, I will not be negligent to put you always 
in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, 
and be established in the present truth'." And again, 
before concluding this Epistle, the Apostle bears wit- 

" 1 Pet. i. 18—23. ' 2 Cor. viii. 7. 
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ness to precisely the same tiling, namely, the pre- 
ai»]uaintance with the Gospel doctrines, possessed by 
the members of the Universal Church, when he gives 
them bis reason for addressing them at all, "This 
second Epistle, beloved, I now write unto you, in both 
which (tv 014) I stir up your pure minds by "way of 
remembrance. Tfiat ye may he mhviful of the words 
which wei-e spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the 
coinmandment of us the Apostles of the Lord and 
viour^-" and then in conclusion, after reminding thi 
of the certainty of a day of judgment, he writes, " Ye 
therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these tilings before, 
beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of 
the wicked, fall frorn your own stedfastness. But grow 
in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. To Him be glory both now and for 
ever. Amen ^" 

The Catholic Epistle of St. John', or rather 
treatise which is so called ^ appears to have been 
written for the purpose of maintaining the members of 
Christ's Church in general in their profession of " the 
Catholic faith." Composed, as it most probably was, 
at the close of the first century, — when the Church, 
though opposed with determined hostility, had, through 
God's assistance, triumphed over its enemies, aiu|i| 

' 2 Pet. iii. 1, 2. " lb. iii. 17, 18. 

' The second and third Epistles of St. John, though included in 
the sacred canon of Scripture among the Catholic Epistles, are im- 
properly 80 denorainateri, as they are inscribed to two single persons, 
and have tlierefore been examined immediately aflei St. Paul's 
Epistle to Philemon. 

' " It should seem that this book hath foe no other readon ac- 
quired the title of an Epistle, but that in the first formation of 
canon of the New Testamenl, it was put iiilo the same volume h 
the didactic writings c 
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11 the epistolary form." — lip. Horsley. 



every where enlarged its borders, — and when, of all 
the A|K)atle9 who hiid received their Lord's commission 
to preach the Gospel to every creature, " the disciple 
whom Jesua loved" alone remained, — composed under 
such circumstances, it can hardly tail to be most highly 
prized as one of the latest Apostolical legacies, each of 
which is indeed inestimable in its value. At this 
period of the Church's history the Gnostic heresy was 
beginning to take deep root, and the Epistles of St. 
John, as also his Gospel, are, from various allusions, 
supposed to have been written to prevent the spread 
of such fatal errors. Hence is it tliat in this Epistle 
is found 80 clear an exposition of the deepest mysteries 
of our holy faith ; so express an assertion of the Divine 
and Human Nature of Christ, and of the sacrifice which, 
by his death, he offered for the sins of man ; so con- 
stant and plain allusion to the doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity, and such frequent exhortations to a life of 
holiness. Yet the Apostle also constantly reminds 
them, that he is writing on subjects which are not 
new to them, but that they long since had learned all 
these doctrines; "Brethren, I write no new command- 
ment unto you, but an old commandment which ye had 
from the beginning. The old commandment is tfte word 
which ye have heard from tfie beginning" " I have 
not written unto you because ye know not the 
truth, but because ye know it, and that no lie is of 
the truth." " If that which ye have heard from tfie 
beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in 
the Son, and in the Father *." So also soon after, the 
Apostle adds his reason for addressing them, and re- 
minding them of doctrines which they so well knew: 
*' These things have I written unto you concerning 
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them tlmt seduce you '." They are written to confiri 
you in the truth of that holy faith in which you i 
been instructed — to remind you that those heretic^ 
who are attempting to seduce you from the purity of 
the Gospel are teaching doctrines which are utterly at 
variance with the truth as it is in Jesus, and to beseech 
you therefore " to abide in Christ, that when he shall 
appear you may have confidence, and not be ashamed 
before him at his coming." 

The general Epistle of St. Jude, though so short, J 
aifords sufficient evidence that the members of tbtt'J 
Universal Church, to whom it was addressed, kne^l 
perfectly the doctrines of the Gospel. St. Jude men^ 
tions at the opening of this Epistle, the object he had i 
view in writing — that it was " to exhort" those to whom 
he writes, "to contend earnestly for the faith which 
was once delivered to the saints ^ ;" and then, withoa|»| 
mentioning a single doctrine of this faith — therebjP 
distinctly showing their acquaintance with it— he pro- 
ceeds to warn them against the heretics and false 
teachers, then so busy in the propagation of error. He 
then adds, " But, beloved, remember ye the word*. 
which were spoken before of the Apostles of our Lonlifl 
Jesus Christ ' ;" and after alluding to some of thBK 
subjects of their teaching, writes, " But ye, below 
building up yowsdves on your most holy faith, prayii^ 
in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of Go< 
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ untl^ 
eternal life '." 

' 1 John ii. 26. 

' Vei:. 3. " Tfaia faith is that system of truths revealed i 
\ Holy Scriptures concerning the dispen stations of tlie God wham 1 
I «doTe, and into whose name we were baptized, the Father, Son, Bnd4 
1 Holy Spirit, thtfe Persons, one God."— Bp. Hot 

'Jnde 17. ' Ihid. 20, 91. 
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The Apoatolical Ejiistles — of which some are ad- 
dressed to particular Christians, some to particular 
Churches, some again to large portions of the Uni- 
versal Church, and some to the menihers in general of 
the whole Church — have now been examined ; and in 
each of them has been found internal evidence, that 
those to whom they were addressed had been made 
acquainted beforehand with the great truths which 
both they and the Gospels inculcate. In tliese Apo- 
stolical letters therefore, written under the guidance 
and inspiration' of God's Holy Spirif, — not, as in a 
glass, darkly, but as though face to face with their 
holy authors, may we discover the doctrines which 
they preached, and the precepts which they enjoined. 
In them also have we most satisfactory proof of 
the zeal with which the Apostles laboured in their 
respective callings, — -of the earnest care with which 
they acted up to their Saviour's command to teach all 
nations, and of the anxiety with which they watched 
over those whom they had been instrumental in bring- 
ing into Christ's fold. When, therefore, it is con- 
sidered that these subjects are attested and borne 
witness to by their Epistles ; while it cannot be 
doubted, that — had it so pleased Almighty God, — 
some other form of evidence to the truths of the 
Christian religion might have been given to succeeding 
ages, dilferiug from, yet equally satisfactory with, that 
which has been left through the medium of the Apo- 
stolical Epistles ; — yet it might be questioned, and 
with all humility be it spoken, how far any other kind 
of writing could have more effectually established the 
truth of the Christian doctrine — more clearly proved 
that the Church now dispenses it as it did in the 
earliest period of its history — than this important part 
of the pacred writings has been the means of doing. 



72 

Whether read with a view to ascertain the acquaintance 
of the first Christians with the doctrines of Christianity, 
or to discover at what period they first began to fall 
away, and to merit the Apostle's reproofs,— or whether 
again they are studied more especially with a view to 
our own advance in practical righteousness, with the 
desire to make their own rule of faith, and their ex- 
cellent precepts, the guide of our own conduct, — for 
each of these purposes are the Epistles invaluable ; 
alike are they " profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness *." 

* 2 Tim. iii. 10. 



THE END. 
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